Mornington Peninsula Astronomical Society

ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF FRANKSTON INC,

P.0. BOX 596 FRANKSTON 3199

NEWSLETTER JUNE 1988

MEETING WEDNESDAY JUNE 8th

The talk at the Society's June meeting
will be entitled "Does the Sun have a
Companion ?" and will be delivered by
Barry Adcock who is the Director of the
Lunar and Planetary Section of the ASV.
Members will remember Barry's talk of
May last year concerning the 1986
opposition of Mars. This talk was illustrated
with excellent photographs .of Mars taken
by Barry with the aid of the telescope
he made some years ago. (Note that the talk
concerning satellites will be given in August)

The meeting will be in Room F6 of the
Upper School, Peninsula School, Mt. Eliza,
commencing at B p.m.

OBSERVING NIGHT SATURDAY JUNE 11th

An Observing Night will be held on Saturday
June 11th on the slope above the previous site
of the Society Observatory at Peninsula School.
As a result of the dismantling of the Observa-
tory on April 30th, it will be necessary to
observe with members' portable telescopes, so
if you would like to try out your instrument
at a good local observing location why not
bring it along - and maybe some friends as well.

‘The evening will be close to New Moon, and
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and if suitably dark and clear will be our best
remaining opportunity this year for location of
remote Pluto in telescopes of 25cm aperture or
more. Numerous open clusters and globular
clusters will also be visible in the Scorpius/
Sagittarious region and in addition Saturn will
be high in the sky for viewing. Should Saturday
night be clouded then Sunday, 12th June will
become the month's observing night.

SOCIETY NEWS

Following the dismantling of the Society's
Peninsula School Observatory, as required by
School authorities for playing field development,
the Society Committee presented an outline of
future plans for reprovision of Observing
facilities to the Meeting of May 11th. These
plans included the offering for sale of the
dismantled Observatory and a request to the
Peninsula School that their offer to defray the
cost of concrete for re-establishment of an
UObservatory be replaced by a donation to Society's
funds in lieu thereof, such donation to be used
towards providing mobile observing facilities
in the form of a Dobsonian mounted telescope
utilising the Society's 16 inch aperture tele-
scope mirror. It is hoped to retain use of
Peninsula School facilities as a base for a
Society telescope and for meeting and viewing
nights. To assist with finance a Fund Raising
Committee, headed by Bob Heale and Clive Nicholls
is to commence operations. This outline of
planning was.approved by the Meeting.

The speaker for the May meeting was
Bruce Tregaskis, who described his visit to

Banka Island, off eastern Sumatra, to observe
the total eclipse of the Sun on March 18th,
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Bruce was one of a group of Australian
amateur astronomers who were based at a tin
mine on the island, and observed from a variety
of locations; in Bruce's case from a site close
to a beach where the eclipse was seen with
little interference from cloud.

Bruce showed a range of slides of different
phases of the eclipse, with solar corona, chromo-
sphere and prominence visible, and in addition
showed slides of the Australian party and of
the islands beaches and tin mines.

As pointed out by a member at the meeting,
Banka Island has had other, less happy associa-
tions with Australians in the past, being the
site of a Japanese massacre of Australian nurses
in World War II, as described in the book -
"Captives - Australian Nurses at War".

Also at the meeting member Keith Ward
showed a number of slides taken by himself of
the house of William Herschel in Bath, England.
William Herschel, who discovered Uranus whilst
observing from this house in 1781, was a pioneer
in the use of large reflecting telescopes, and
the slides showed both domestic and astronomical
aspects of his life there.

SKY NOTES

Constellations. The evening skies of June
show the curved "Sickle" of Leo near the western
horizon as Scorpius and Sagittarius, the constell-
ations of the galactic centre, rise higher in the
east.

To the north is Arcturus, a bright orange
yellow.giant star in Boltes with a luminosity
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some 115 times that of the Sun., Arcturus is
remarkable in that it is passing rapidly through
the plane of the Galaxy rather than moving in
the plane of tHe Galaxy, as do most of the stars
in the sky. At the present time, at its
distance of about 37 light years, it is at

about its minimum distance from our system and
within about 500,000 years it will have passed
below naked eye visibility from the Solar
system.,

In 1933 at the "Century of Progress Exhibi-
tion" in Chicago the light from Arcturus was
focussed on photoelectric cells and was then
used to switch on the lights at the Exhibition,
the choice of Arcturus light having been made
since the light had commenced its journey from
the star around the time of an earlier Chicago
exhibition in 1883, thus graphically illustrating
the enormous distances of even the closer stars,
such as Arcturus.

To the east of Boltes and Arcturus can be
seen the "Keystone! shape of the central four
stars in Hercules, between the two western stars
of which, Zeta and Eta Herculis, may be found,
close to the 1limit of naked eye visibility,
the "Great Cluster in Hercules", M13 - the
brightest globular cluster visible to Northern
Hemisphere astronomers.

Lyra, with the bright bluish leading star
Vega, rises to the east, whilst in the southern
sky the two Magellanic Clouds may be seen abaove
the bright stars Achernar and Canopus near to
the horizon..

High above, between the tail of Scorpius,
the Scorpion and the large triangular shape of
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Triangulum Australe lies the constellation of
Ara, the Altar. 1In Ara lies another globular
cluster of interest NGC 6397 located to the
east of a line joining Alpha and Beta Ara.
Whilst not as large or spectacular as Umega
Centauri or 47 Tucanae, 6397 is thought to be
the nearest of the globulars at a mere! 8,200
light years distance.

Planets. For the month of June, the most
easily visible of the bright planets is Saturn
on the Scorpius/Sagittarius border. The ringed
planet reaches opposition on June 9 and will
of fer many opportunities for viewing the marvels
of its ring system and satellites over the next
few weeks.

Further east in Agquarius, Mars is steadily
increasing in brightness as its distance from
Earth diminishes and surface features may be
identified with a suitably steady atmosphere
and a Martian albedo type chart.

The far outer planets Uranus, Neptune and
Pluto may also be located in June evening skies,
Uranus, with luck, with the naked eye. (See
ASV Yearbook 1988 for charts for these bodies).

The inner planets, Venus and Mercury, are
both poorly placed for viewing in June, both
being in the morning twilight. However, as the
year advances Venus will once again become a
bright object, this time in the morning sky.
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